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Progress in Adding MENA Reporting Category: 
Census Bureau Cooperation and Support
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Report on Arab ancestry/CIC designation (2001)

National conference with advocates and scholars 
from MENA pops (2015)

Outreach to stakeholders and partnerships

Research and testing 2015-2017

Public support by Director for MENA category



Why are data on MENA populations needed?
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Current OMB standards create  invisibility of 
MENA data when reporting on white population

Lack of detail on subgroups which masks 
differences

Data needed for health research, immigrant and 
language services, hate crime reporting

Voting rights support when needed

Limits of ancestry data

Influx of refugees/asylees from region (Syria, 
Iraq, Somalia)



What is Included in MENA?
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Arab Countries Non-Arab MENA Countries
• Iran
• Israel
• Turkey

Trans-national Communities
• Assyrians/Chaldeans
• Kurds
• Berber/Amazigh

• Algeria
• Bahrain
• Comoros
• Djibouti
• Egypt 
• Iraq
• Jordan
• Kuwait
• Lebanon
• Libya
• Mauritania
• Morocco

• Oman
• Palestine
• Qatar
• Saudi Arabia
• Somalia
• Sudan
• Syria
• Tunisia
• United Arab 

Emirates
• Yemen



Support for MENA Category Beyond Census:
Public Support
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March 2022 Letter to OMB signed by 160 national 
and community-based NGOs

Public Comments to Federal Register

Recommendations by the NAC since 2018



Support for MENA Category Beyond Census:
Government Support
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Biden Administration 
Executive Order 13985 

Federal agency adding MENA 
to workforce survey: USAID

Various state and local 
entities



MENA Category in Combined Question
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Stakeholder consensus supports MENA 
as a distinct ethnic category that allows 
for different racial identifications

MENA should not be presented as a 
racial category

Consensus supports a MENA reporting 
category within a Combined Question



Feedback/Questions
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Research challenge comparing 2020 responses vs. 
2010 and 2015 NCT tests?

Example bias?

Significance of SOR respondents from MENA 
population groups?

Is there anticipated OMB resistance to Combined 
Question and MENA reporting category?



Recommendations
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Census Bureau hire Subject Matter Expert (SME) on both MENA 
and SOGI populations in conjunction with outreach to OMB

Use category examples based on broad geography and subgroup 
distinctions from MENA region 

Use examples in both MENA reporting category and race 
categories for White/Black

Consider focus groups to balance survey confusion



Committee Discussion
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